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Thanksgiving Message from the Mayor Suzanne de Leon 
 

Itôs hard to believe that here we are with the Thanksgiving holiday right around the corner. I 
have always believed that despite the many challenges we may face in our lives, we can      
always find much for which to be thankful.  When I look at the progress the City is making in 
realizing the promise of our Master Plan, as challenging and lengthy a process it has been, it is 
nonetheless progress and there is more on the horizon.  

   Mayor Suzanne de Leon 
 

I am thankful that we once again have a full City Council, with the appointment of Stephen Lara to Council at the       
October 24 City Council meeting.  Mr. Lara will be sworn in at the regular City Council meeting on Monday, November 
21, 2016.  Please join us at 5:15 pm for a welcoming reception.  
 
It is so encouraging that we had five residents apply for the vacant position created by the untimely and sad passing of 
Councilmember Linda Pohl.  It was a very, difficult decision to select one individual, and I sincerely thank each and   
every one of you who applied.  
 
All of us can be thankful that the Balcones Lofts, the first, new multi-family development in our City in more than 30 
years, and the first mixed-use development in our City ever, is completely leased with a waiting list of future residents.  
Two of the four commercial spaces are filled, and there are several prospects for the other spaces in the application 
process.   
 
One bit of progress I am especially thankful for is the way our City Council came together on October 18 and unani-
mously approved the formal creation of the Balcones Heights Housing Finance Corporation (HFC). This entity sounds 
complicated, but in reality it is not that complicated.  The creation of this entity is defined under Title 12 of                 
Texas  the Local Government Code.   The HFC is the mechanism through which the City can begin to finance the cost 
of residential ownership and development that will provide decent, safe, housing at affordable prices.  As many of you 
know the City, VIA Metropolitan Transit and Wonderland of the Americas have been working for several years to create 
the first transit-oriented, mixed-use development at Wonderland of the Americas.  The   proposed  development ï  
Wonderland Lofts ï will  include more than 100 apartment units, and approximately 20,000 square feet of commercial 
retail space.  It has been a very long and complicated process, but the development is  closer than ever to becoming a 
reality.  The development when completed will be jointly owned by VIA and the City, while Wonderland will continue to 
own the land on which the development is built.  A professional management company will manage the development 
once it is completed.    
 
The fact that Bexar County invested more than $1 million to help make the Balcones Lofts development a reality,      
and that VIA and Wonderland of the Americas are willing to partner with the City of Balcones Heights in the proposed   
Wonderland Lofts development speaks to the incredible potential our City has to move forward and leverage its        
incredible location into a once again flourishing and sustainable desirable place to live, shop, and invest.   
 
I am also thankful that as I write this, there are several other potential new development opportunities in the works.  
While there is still negotiating to do, and details to work out, we are optimistic that as these potential new development 
projects move through the necessary steps to completion, the positive impact of these projects will become very clear.   
Please contact me at sdeleon@bhtx.gov if you have questions regarding any of these matters. 
 
In closing I say thank you to the many military veterans who live and work in City, and to the thousands of servicemen 
and women presently in our countryôs armed forces:  THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!  
 
To my colleagues on City Council, the Cityôs incredible staff, and to all of you who live in Balcones Heights, operate 
businesses in our City, and work in our City, I wish each and every one of you all the best through the Thanksgiving 
and upcoming holiday season.  
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The Best on Earth: 
A Veteran's Day Tribute 

 

If someone has done military service, They earn the title "veteran," and more; 
They earn our deep respect and admiration; That they are special no one can ignore. 

 

They sacrificed the comforts we enjoy; The list is long of all the things they gave. 
Our veterans are extraordinary people; Theyôre loyal, dedicated, true and brave. 

 

When terror and invasion were real threats, They showed us they could handle any storm. 
We owe our freedoms and our very lives To our veterans, who served in uniform. 

 

Our veterans should be celebrities; Theyôre exceptional; no other group compares. 
Weôre grateful for the many things theyôve done; Theyôre always in our hearts and in our prayers. 

 

We owe our veterans support and friendship; Let no one ever question what theyôre worth. 
These men and women served us and our country, Our veterans--the very best on earth. 

 

By Joanna Fuchs 

This November, like many others we are reminded to honor our veterans.  These brave men 
and women are among the living and the dead that fought for our freedom.  On Veterans Day, 
we will see red, white and blue, stars and stripes and ceremonies around the country, but   
we should try to remember these brave men and women throughout the year.  Whether itôs         
a  colleague at work or a neighbor down the street, letôs think of ways to appreciate their   
sacrifices, even if it is just a small thank you note or a handshake.  We need to let our        
veterans know their service was not in vain, unnoticed or unappreciated. As much as it is a 
reflection on the past, it is equally a day of honoring our future with a deep-rooted sense of 
opportunity, sympathy and gratitude for all who have served.  The City of Balcones Heights is 
home to many veterans and we would like to take this time to salute each and every one of 
you including members of the City Council, City staff, and residents and business operators 
who served our country.  Thank you for your service to our great nation.  Reminder:  All city 
offices will be closed  on Friday, November 11 in observance of Veterans Day. 
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Honoring our Servicemen and Women on Veterans Day 
 

Dear Balcones Heights Neighbor,  

 

Texas is blessed to have nearly 1.7 million Veterans living in Texas and over 200,000 
active duty troops, reservists, guardsmen, and civilian workers. These men and women 
have served their country with bravery and dignity. November 11th is Veterans Day. It is 
a day we take to reflect on the sacrifices of the heroic men and women who protect our 
freedoms. As service members navigate the often challenging transition from enlisted to 
civilian, it is imperative that we work together as a community and build a roadmap to 
success for our Veterans and their families. 

 

This roadmap must include better healthcare as nearly one-third of Veterans suffer from Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder, Traumatic Brain Injury or other mental illness. Last session I was proud to co-author     
Senate Bill 55 which appropriated $20 million for Veterans mental healthcare. The roadmap must also     
include  educational opportunities. This is why I secured over $7 million to build a new Veterans center at 
San Antonio College. It is important that better employment opportunities and access to good paying jobs        
are part of the roadmap. This Veterans Day lets work  together to create a support structure worthy of our 
Veterans sacrifice. If you or a Veteran you know needs assistance with benefits, healthcare, education, or 
jobs, please call our office at 210-733-6604. My office stands ready to serve any military families get the 
services they need and deserve.  
 

Finally, to all veterans and their families, I join our state and nation in thanking you for your honorable      

service.  

Sincerely,  

 

 
Jos® Men®ndez 
Texas State Senator, District 26 

CELEBRATING MUNICIPAL COURT WEEK 
November 7-11, 2016 

 

Municipal Court Week is a great time to not only formally      
recognize how much municipal courts do, but to share with the 
public the important role that local courts and their personnel 
play in the criminal justice system service, specifically the City 
of Balcones Heightsô residents and businesses. These are the 
dedicated Municipal Court employees that make our municipal 
court operations run efficiently and effectively. Thank you Delia, 
Yvonne, Peggy, and Micaela for your hard work and dedication.  
We also want to thank Judge Mario Trevino for his continued 
support of the City of Balcones Heights.  Stop by and thank 
these ladies for all they do!             Pictured Left to right:  Delia Flores, City Secretary,  

                Micaela Ceniceros, Deputy Court Clerk, Yvonne   
                Baez, Senior Deputy Court Clerk, Peggy Ortiz,   
                Deputy Court Clerk 
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NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 2016 

Over 200 people attended the Balcones Heights National Night Out celebration.  This year organizers,  
Communication Supervisor Daphne Morales and Dispatcher, Felicia Aguilar, planned something new       
for our neighbors - a 144 ft. movie screen showing ñThe Book of Life.ò  Councilmember Miguel Valverde     
welcomed the crowd.  Special thanks to our business partners that participated in this  years event., Peter 
Piper, Super Target, Generations Federal Credit Union, Whataburger, Dave & Busters, Dennyôs, Catering 
by Celebrations, Spring Hill Suites, Jackson Luhan, World Car, Taco Cabana, Starbucks, Bexar Metro, 
Banis Towing, Alamo Auctioneers, Balcones Lofts, El Marco, Diana Prieto, Warren High School Student 
Council, Ray Mackey, Yvonne Baez, Peggy Ortiz, Micaela Ceniceros, Martin Garcia & family, Christopher 
Aguirre, Joshua Garcia, Donovon Rodriguez, Ashley Leising, Robert Dominguez, Ben Crum, Stanford 
Smith, John Janahara and family, Balcones Heights Police Department, Balcones Heights POA, Balcones 
Heights Fire Department, &  Lorenzo Nastasi. 

 

 


